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International Initiatives to Combat Corruption

A number of international initiatives aim to reduce corruption, that have direct relevance to infrastructure
projects. These initiatives promote transparency, accountability, and good governance. Below are key
programs, tools, and legislative frameworks that support anti-corruption globally.

Addressing Corruption Risks in Infrastructure Projects

Poor governance and corruption undermine the economies of developing countries as well as the World
Bank's core mission of poverty reduction and disproportionately affect the poor. The World Bank has a
fiduciary obligation to assure its own shareholders and stakeholders that funds are used for their intended
purposes and so seeks to strengthen governance and anti-corruption measures in its borrower countries.

PPPs can be susceptible to corrupt activity if not carefully planned and designed, as with general public
procurement. Prevention of corruption requires the integration of anticorruption approaches during project
design. This page provides examples of some of the tools that the World Bank and other institutions employ
to address the risk of corruption in infrastructure projects. 

Another crucial area of reducing corruption in PPPs is by encouraging transparency in the bidding process,
contract award and implementation. With support from PPIAF, the World Bank has launched a self-paced e-
course, Planning and Implementing Disclosure in PPPs, consisting of four modules and an introduction,
based on the World Bank’s Framework for Disclosure in PPPs. The course guides PPP practitioners in
planning and implementing PPP disclosure and walks participants through the disclosure diagnostic process.
Stakeholders can use the knowledge and tools provided in the course to assess the status of PPP disclosure in
a given country and implement a customized disclosure framework.

The World Bank Group, in collaboration with the Construction Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST) and
PPIAF has also prepared A Framework for Disclosure in PPP, expanding on a study and report of WBG on
Disclosure of Project and Contract Information in Public Private Partnerships, part of a larger G20 initiative. 

Beyond the Balance Sheet Platform and Toolkit

https://ppp.worldbank.org/print/pdf/node/3439
https://ppp.worldbank.org/ppprc/ai-chatbot
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/planning-and-implementing-disclosure-ppps
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/cost-construction-sector-transparency-initiative
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/framework-disclosure-ppp-2015
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/disclosure-project-and-contract-information-public-private-partnerships-2013


IFC "Beyond the Balance Sheet" platform is a practical one-stop shop for companies, banks, regulators, and
stock exchanges to guide them through leading disclosure and transparency regulations and practices. The
Platform’s overarching goal is to serve as a primary and comprehensive source of reliable information that
helps navigate and understand the evolving global and regional landscape of sustainability disclosure
standards and frameworks.

Beyond the Balance Sheet Disclosure and Transparency Toolkit provides companies with step-by-step
guidance on how to prepare comprehensive and integrated annual reports. It goes beyond traditional financial
reporting and addresses the modern corporate value creation pillars – strategy, governance, risk management,
and performance that integrate material sustainability (ESG) factors. 

International Transparency and Anti-Corruption Initiatives

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI). Three and a half billion people live in countries
rich in oil, gas and minerals. With good governance the exploitation of these resources can generate
large revenues to foster economic growth and reduce poverty. However when governance is weak,
such resources endowments may result in poverty, corruption, and conflict. The Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiative (EITI) aims to strengthen governance by improving transparency and
accountability in the extractives sector. The EITI is a coalition of governments, companies, civil
society, investors and international organizations. It has developed a robust yet flexible methodology
for monitoring and reconciling company payments and government revenues. The EITI is a globally
developed standard that promotes revenue transparency at the local level.
World Bank Support of EITI - Press Release, Fact Sheet
ResourceContracts.org, the online, searchable and user-friendly database of publicly available oil, gas
and mining contracts from around the world that was developed by CCSI, together with the World
Bank and Natural Resource Governance Institute (NRGI), now features contracts and documents from
90 countries; it just retrieved the first disclosed oil contract from Guyana from the public domain.
Construction Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST)
Transparency International

World Bank Anticorruption Action Plans

Global Program on Anticorruption for Development
Governance and Institutions Umbrella Program
Examples of Anticorruption operations across various regions

Colombia - La Guajira Water and Sanitation project (Annex 11)
India - Rampur Hydropower Project (para 42 and Annex 6)
Indonesia - Anticorruption plan

Anti-Corruption Legislation

Anti-corruption legislation aims to prevent and detect corruption, which is commonly defined as the abuse of
entrusted power for personal gain. See examples of anti-corruption legislation below. 

OECD Legal Instruments on Corruption Prevention
US – Foreign Corrupt Practices Act
Canada
European Union - Criminal Law on Corruption
South Africa - Prevention of Corrupt Activities Act
International Agreements relating to Bribery of Foreign Officials

Freedom of Information (FOI) Legislation

https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/beyond-balance-sheet-platform
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/ifc-toolkit-disclosure-and-transparency
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/extractive-industries-transparency-initiative-eiti
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/world-bank-support-eiti-press-release
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/world-bank-support-eiti-fact-sheet
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/resource-contracts-directory-petroleum-mineral-contracts
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/natural-resource-governance-institute-nrgi
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/esso-exploration-and-production-guyana-ltd-liza-well-psa-1999
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/cost-construction-sector-transparency-initiative
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/transparency-international
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/world-bank-governance-and-public-sector-management-portal
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/world-bank-s-governance-institutions-umbrella-program
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/la-guajira-water-and-sanitation-infrastructure-and-service
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/india-rampur-hydropower-project-appraisal-document-para-42-and-annex-6
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/indonesia-anti-corruption-action-plans-active-projects
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/oecd-legal-instruments-corruption-prevention
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/us-foreign-corrupt-practices-act
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/canada-anti-corruption-legislation
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/european-union-criminal-law-corruption
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/prevention-corrupt-activities-act-2004
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/international-agreements-relating-bribery-foreign-officials


Freedom of Information Legislation provides the public with access to information held by public authorities.
It plays a crucial role in promoting transparency and accountability, and help minimize corruption risks. See
examples of national Freedom of Information Laws below. 

Right2Info summary of laws in 95 countries on right to information
USA – Freedom of Information Act
South Africa – Promotion of Access to Information Act
UK – Freedom of Information Act
Bulgaria - Access to Public Information Act
Canada - British Columbia - Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act
Equador - Organic Law on Transparency and Access to Information
France - Decree No. 2005-1755 on Freedom of Access to Administrative Documents and the Reuse of
Public Information
Honduras - Transparency and Access to Public Information Law (Ley de Transparencia y Acceso a la
Información Pública)
Indonesia - Public Information Disclosure Act
India - Right to Information Act
Ireland - Freedom of Information Act 1997, Freedom of Information (Amendment) Act
Jordan - Access to Information Law
Kenya - Constitution and Access to Information act
Liberia - Freedom of Information Act
Niger - Law on Access to Public Information and Administrative Documents (in French)
Nigeria - Freedom of Information Law
Peru - Law on Transparency and Access to Public Information (in Spanish); (in English, unofficial
translation)
Uganda - Access to Information Act
Uruguay - Ley de Acceso a la Información Pública

Other Anti-Corruption Tools and Approaches

How to manage Unsolicited Proposals

Governments may be presented with unsolicited proposals for infrastructure projects by private sector
entities. How to respond to unsolicited bids so as to protect transparency in the procurement process and
recognize the initiative of the proponent, is typically difficult. A number of approaches have been developed.
For more on this, go to Unsolicited Proposals.

Output Based Aid

Through Output-Based Aid, aid can be conditional on seeing improvements in procurement processes and
other initiatives designed to reduce the risk of corruption in Infrastructure projects. For more on this, go to
the Global Partnership for Results-Based Approaches (GPRBA), formerly known as the Global Partnership
on Output-Based Aid (GPOBA).Learning and Training

Beyond the Balance Sheet interactive course
Planning and Implementing Disclosure in PPPs
Extractive Industries Course
Extractive Industries Source Book: Transparency and Accountability

Learning and Capacity Building

Useful Links

https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/right2info-access-information-and-related-laws-regulations
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/freedom-information-act-0
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/south-africa-promotion-access-information-act-2000
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/freedom-information-act-uk-2000
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/bulgaria-access-public-information-act
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/canada-freedom-information-and-protection-privacy-act
http://www.freedominfo.org/documents/ecuador-spanish.pdf
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/decree-no-2005-1755-freedom-access-administrative-documents-and-reuse-public-information
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/decree-no-2005-1755-freedom-access-administrative-documents-and-reuse-public-information
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/honduras-transparency-and-access-public-information-law
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/indonesia-public-information-disclosure-act-2008
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/india-right-information-act-2005
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/ireland-freedom-information-act-1997
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/ireland-freedom-information-act-2003
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/jordan-access-information-law
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/kenya-constitution
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/access-information-act
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/liberia-freedom-information-act-2010
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/niger-law-access
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/niger-law-access
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/nigeria-right-information-act-2011
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/peru-law-transparency-and-access-public-information
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/peru-law-transparency-and-access-public-information-0
http://www.freedominfo.org/documents/uganda_ati_act_2005.pdf
https://www.presidencia.gub.uy/transparencia/ley-18_381
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/ppp-overview/ppp-procurement-bidding/unsolicited-proposals/unsolicited-proposals
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/global-partnership-results-based-approaches-gprba-0
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/beyond-balance-sheet-platform
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/planning-and-implementing-disclosure-ppps
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/extractive-industries-legal-fiscal-regimes-revenue-management-good-governance
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/ei-source-book-transparency-and-accountability


Development, Aid, and Governance Indicators (DAGI)
Actionable Governance Indicators Data Portal
World Bank Anti-Corruption Portal
World Bank StAR Corruption Cases Search Center
Partnership for Transparency Fund: Stimulating Demand for Good Governance

Further Reading

Tackling corruption: A collective global responsibility
Victims of Corruption: Back for Payback
Benchmarking Infrastructure Development
Enhancing Government Effectiveness and Transparency: The Fight Against Corruption
Improving Transparency and Accountability in Public-Private Partnerships Disclosure Diagnostic
Report: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Anticorruption Initiatives: Reaffirming Commitment to a Development Priority
Getting Infrastructure Right: A Framework For Better Governance
Bankability through the Lens of Transparency: Increasing Private Investment in Latin American
Infrastructure
Bancabilidade pelas lentes da transparencia: Aumentando o investimento privado na infraestrutura da
América Latina
Economic Commission for Europe Declaration on a Zero Tolerance Approach to Corruption in Public-
Private Partnerships Procurement
UNECE Standard on a Zero Tolerance Approach to Corruption in PPP Procurement
Strengthening Bank Group Engagement on Governance and Anti-Corruption, March 2009
UN/ ECE - Guidebook on Promoting Good Governance in Public-Private Partnerships (2008)
Setting Standards for Communication and Governance: The Example of Infrastructure Projects
Body of Knowledge on Infrastructure Regulation (BoKIR) - Regulation Process: Institutional Design
2012 Latin America Corruption Survey

Related Content

Laws and Regulations

PPP Legal Foundations - Further Reading

Legislation and Laws - General and Sector Specific

Regulatory Systems and Sector Overview

Country Profiles

https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/development-aid-and-governance-indicators-dagi
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/actionable-governance-indicators-data-portal
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/world-bank-governance-and-public-sector-management-portal
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/world-bank-star-corruption-cases-search-center
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/stimulating-demand-good-governance
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/tackling-corruption-collective-global-responsibility
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/victims-corruption-back-payback
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/benchmarking-infrastructure-development-2023
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/enhancing-government-effectiveness-and-transparency-fight-against-corruption
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/improving-transparency-and-accountability-public-private-partnerships-disclosure-diagnostic-report-islamic-republic-afghanistan
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/improving-transparency-and-accountability-public-private-partnerships-disclosure-diagnostic-report-islamic-republic-afghanistan
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/anticorruption-initiatives-reaffirming-commitment-development-priority
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/getting-infrastructure-right-framework-better-governance
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/bankability-through-lens-transparency-increasing-private-investment-latin-american-infrastructure
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/bankability-through-lens-transparency-increasing-private-investment-latin-american-infrastructure
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/bancabilidade-pelas-lentes-da-transparencia-aumentando-o-investimento-privado-na-infraestrutura-da-america-latina
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/bancabilidade-pelas-lentes-da-transparencia-aumentando-o-investimento-privado-na-infraestrutura-da-america-latina
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/economic-commission-europe-declaration-zero-tolerance-approach-corruption-public-private-partnerships-procurement
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/economic-commission-europe-declaration-zero-tolerance-approach-corruption-public-private-partnerships-procurement
https://ppp.worldbank.org/library/unece-standard-zero-tolerance-approach-corruption-ppp-procurement
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/strengthening-world-bank-group-engagement-governance-and-anticorruption-gac
http://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/guidebook-promoting-good-governance-public-private-partnerships
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/setting-standards-communication-and-governance-example-infrastructure-projects-0
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/body-knowledge-infrastructure-regulation-bokir-regulation-process-institutional-design
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/library/2012-latin-america-corruption-survey
https://ppp.worldbank.org/laws-and-regulations
https://ppp.worldbank.org/ppp-legal-foundations-further-reading
https://ppp.worldbank.org/legislation-regulation/laws
https://ppp.worldbank.org/regulatory-systems-and-sector-overview
https://ppp.worldbank.org/Country-Profile-Main


PPP Units Around the World

Additional Resources

Guidelines & Tools 
Benchmarking 
Checklists for Key Legal/ Drafting Issues in PPPs and sample clauses 
Sample PPP Clauses 
TORs for Advisors 
PPP Reference Guide 
Unsolicited Proposals 
Procurement Processes and Bidding Documents 

Disclaimer: The resources on this site is usually managed by third party websites. The World Bank does not
take responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or quality of the information provided, or for any broken
links or moved resources. Any changes in the underlying website or link may result in changes to the analysis
and recommendations set forth on the Public-Private Partnership Resource Center. The inclusion of
documents on this website should not be construed as either a commitment to provide financing or an
endorsement by the World Bank of the quality of the document or project. If you have any comments on any
of the links provided on the Public-Private Partnership Resource Center, please get in touch here

https://ppp.worldbank.org/ppp-units-around-world
https://ppp.worldbank.org/tools
https://ppp.worldbank.org/tools/benchmarking
https://ppp.worldbank.org/checklists-key-legal-drafting-issues-ppps-and-sample-clauses
https://ppp.worldbank.org/tools/sample-ppp-clauses
https://ppp.worldbank.org/tors-advisors
https://ppp.worldbank.org/PPP-Reference-Guide
https://ppp.worldbank.org/ppp-overview/ppp-procurement-bidding/unsolicited-proposals/unsolicited-proposals
https://ppp.worldbank.org/overview/practical-tools/procurement-bidding
https://ppp.worldbank.org/public-private-partnership/contact

